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Activity around the country is mixed with the drought stopping play in many eastern places 

while in the west others are reporting significant demand. For NZAAA, this month has been 

a month of successes. Remember our list of “To Do” items in the January Newsletter? Well 

we’ve got a few runs on the board as follows: 

• Time in Service Recorder 

• Pattern Testing for Aeroplanes & Spreadmark Levy 

• Ag Standard 

• Regional Plan Issues 

• Conference Attractions 

• Condolence 

• Last Word 

 

Time in Service Recorder aka Beat the Cheats 

 

It humbles me no end to report that we have now got sufficient funds to start the project of 

developing a TiSR. Your generosity is staggering and we are incredibly indebted to those 

operators who answered our call for help. Thank you!!! We needed funding to scope this 

project so that we could give CAA a costing of the units in order for them to convince MoT 

to Gazette CAR Part 91.509(b) The contract has been awarded and signed and we now await 

an outcome so that we can go back to CAA with a proposal. We’ll keep you posted. 

 

Pattern Testing for Aeroplanes and Spreadmark Levy 

 

After three years of frustrations we can now advise that the Spreadmark – Aerial Code of 

Practice has been ammended and in respect of fertiliser testing now says: 

1. SPREADING EQUIPMENT 

 

1.1 With only the exception noted below, all spreaders in a Spreadmark accredited 

aerial operators fleet will hold a current Spreadmark certificate. The exceptions 

to this are new spreaders which have not yet been tested but for which testing 

is intended. 

 

1.2 Spreading equipment must operate at a bout width that is within the limits 

that are defined by its Spreadmark Test Certificate for the fertiliser being 

spread when that standard is requested by the customer. 

 



1.3 Spreaders will be re-tested every two years by an Approved Spreadmark 

Pattern Tester, unless aeroplane operators have an acceptable risk-based 

programme in place to manage the risks that the pattern has changed. 

 

1.4 Acceptable risk-based pattern management programmes will: 

• be based on properly defined Risk Assessment Principles. 

• include the management of risks from:  

- changing flow characteristics of fertilisers, 

- changing machine performance, 

- environmental conditions. 

• will include the provision that aerial spreaders are initially certified by 

an Approved Spreadmark Pattern Tester. 

 

1.5 Risk-based pattern management programmes will be audited by the 

Spreadmark auditor who will review the Aerial Spreadmark Pattern risk 

assessment management programme and the associated verification records. 

If these requirements have been met, the validity of the original Pattern Test 

Certificate will be extended until the next routine Spreadmark audit. 

 

1.6 Written records shall be kept of all spreading equipment checks and 

calibrations.  

  

This means that you need to write down the wind conditions during the job and the swath 

width you have measured. Your line spacing (bout width) need only be set up to meet the 

Spreadmark standard if the customer requests that. You will need to keep your GPS 

information so that the AIRCARE™ auditor has something to check. 

 

This change brings substantial benefits to fixed wing operators. We really wanted to get 

helicopter buckets treated the same way too and we’re not there yet but it is certainly work 

in progress. 

 

Some of you have queried the invoice you get from Spreadmark. This levy is used to 

promote the use of Spreadmark Aerial Operators and to that end FQC contracts a 

promotions manager. The levy is a condition of holding Spreadmark Accreditation. 

 

Ag Standard 

 

This document was required as an outcome of the AG-SRP and it has been a lengthy job. It 

has now been completed and has gone to CAA. If you want a copy just send us an email and 

we will oblige. Be aware that what we have developed is still a draft until it becomes an AC. 

 

 

 

 



Regional Plan Issues 

 

In the last couple of weeks we have stalled two plan requirements. One in the North Island 

was requiring we get resource consent for frost control and the other in the South Island 

was requiring that no fertiliser drifted into the neighbours. This is contentious because of 

the fine properties of lime. NZAAA has long argued that lime should not be classified as a 

fertiliser and therefore not a contaminant under the RMA but it is picked up by the 

definition of fertiliser. So we have wanted that definition changed so as to exclude lime. We 

finally have an made some progress and now have Federated Farmers lobbying for the same 

outcome. This is good because the Fed’s is a much more powerful lobby than ours. So here’s 

hoping. 

 

Conference Attractions 

 

The last week has been spent organising our conference programme and we thought you 

might be interested in some snippets. Remember we are joining with the Australians: 

• The Directors of CAA and CASA will address us on mutual recognition and other 

issues 

• Common Challenges and Common Themes – two operators will compare notes on 

how each country has gone about protecting its future 

• Wires, CRM and Human Factors Training plus Chemical Revalidation 

• Minister of MPI talking about the value of Ag Aviation 

• Business planning including exit strategies (how to retire) 

• UAV’s Safety and Opportunities 

• Dr Sven Hansen will talk about resilience, stress and men’s health 

• And subject to sponsorship, Tony Kern the well known author who is an expert on 

Human Error in High Risk Environments. This is the author of Darker Shades of Blue: 

The Rogue Pilot which is an excellent book and one that pilots should read at least 

once every year. He says that if anything is predictable then it is preventable. Last 

Word this month also comes from him. 

 

By the time you get this Trade Display bookings will be open and our advice is that if you 

want to have a trade display, get in early because space is definitely limited. 

 

The conference runs from the training day on Monday 29th June to Wednesday 1st July and 

is being held at Rydges Lakeland Hotel, Queenstown. Room bookings are open and can be 

booked at https://secure.zeald.com/site/aianz/Direct%20Booking%20Form.pdf 

 

These rooms are really great value at $135 for a lake view and just $100 for the others. Early 

bookings are highly recommended as demand is especially high this year. Be warned! 

 



Registration will be open shortly. 

 

Condolence 

 

Not an Ag Accident for sure but we would like to extend our deepest sympathy to Louisa 

Patterson on the loss of her only child (James 18) and one of her pilots in the recent R44 

accident. Louisa aka Choppy is an active member of the NZHA Committee and I believe flew 

Fletchers and a Jetranger for Wanganui Aerowork back in the day. 

 

STOP PRESS 

 

Please will all those R44 operators who have been grounded by Saturday’s Emergency AD 

get in touch so that we can: 

a) quantify the size of the problem, and 

b) keep you in the loop regarding getting back to work 

 

Be assured that we will be working with both CAA and TAIC to help get you working again 

in the minimum of time possible. This is an unprecedented event as far as we know. 

NZAAA and NZHA will provide as much assistance as is possible.  

 

Last Word 

 

You must never allow the complexities of the economy, your organisation, your technology 

or your mission to overcome your capacity to handle the complexity of the situation. 

Understanding and mastering complexity is homework, done in advance. 

 

Send any feedback to sinclairjg@gmail.com and remember:  

 

  

 

 

 

 

There’s another day 

tomorrow 


